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Stu Salter — Canadian International
Development Agency (formerly DG,
Science and Technology) on
secondment to IUCN.

Currently, Manager of the [IUCN
Species Information Service
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Poverty Reduction and Conservation ke,
linkages - . —
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International development has been successful in a number // (‘

of areas of the last 20/30 years (education, health etc) but
often at a high cost to the environment.

How are we going to meet the MDG'’s , particularly MDG #7

Why? Combination of many elements
Externalities
Public/private good
Lack of consistent information

Information that is available is patchy, sometimes contradictory, and
often buried in a variety of non compatible sources.

On the positive side, many countries now have good
environmental legislation on the books — the question is how

to implement and execute these high level goals.
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IUCN'’s Species Information Service

Where does the IUCN SIS and Red List
approach fit?

—Builds on a credible, established, information
knowledge network of IUCN'’s Species Survival
Commission (8,000 experts, 180 countries) that
produces well known and authoritative Red
List.

— SIS builds on this network, adds technology as
an enabling factor, and puts Red List, peer
reviewed information in a digital, spatial format

that can be globally accessed.
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Overall Architecture

Environmental
Assessments

Global and Regional

Biodiversity
Assessments

Example of SIS Output




Vision for SIS

To be a globally accessible, “gold standard” of
biodiversity and conservation information from a
species perspective.

To link species and their habitats to ecosystems.
Scalable — global, regional and project scales.

To show changes over time — and be used to
measure and track outcomes

SIS is not so much an analytical tool, but rather a
decision support tool that will provide the
“species” building block.

Summary — Fitting into the bigger picture

IUCN'’s SIS has the potential to be transformative
in the area of biodiversity, and conservation.

Linking with other information and data sources

Examples of meeting existing needs:
— Shell's geospatial decision support system
— CIDA projects

Long term vision incorporating conservation
mapping with social information in a geospatial
format.
— Supporting sustainable development decision making
— Leading to “what if” modeling




